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Avalon Environmental Commission  
July 18, 2023 

 
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Chairwoman Rothman. 
 
Pledge of allegiance.  
 

Chairwoman Rothman read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement. 
 
Roll call:  Present:  Joe Dvorak, Steve Malyszka, Brian Reynolds, Donna Rothman, Victoria Deever 

and Jamie McDermott 
 

Absent:   Chris Amacher, Dave Coskey, Kevin Coyle and Claire Driscoll  
 
A motion to approve the minutes from the June 20, 2023 meeting was made by Jamie McDermott and 
seconded by Joe Dvorak. Approved by all.  
 
Claire Driscoll entered the meeting at 4:01 pm. 
 
Presentation on Development Process for Borough: Joe Maffei, Planning/Zoning Board Engineer, gave a 
detailed overview of the application and review process for new construction in the Borough of Avalon, 
including how landscaping plans are incorporated into the process.  
 
During the overview, a comprehensive discussion took place amongst the present members of the 
Environmental Commission and Mr. Maffei, which included topics pertaining to plan review, Zoning 
variances, applications reviewed by the Construction Office and Planning/Zoning Board, enforcement of 
approved plans, vegetation and green space requirements, street tree requirements, the potential of 
not promoting swimming pools due to a concern of impervious coverage, stone placement in yards and 
the requirements for same, Planning/Zoning Board role regarding recommendations as it pertains to 
native plants, solar panels on new construction, and entryway requirements for new homes. 
 
Review of Potential Survey Questions: Donna Rothman distributed a draft survey, and asked the 
Environmental Commission members for their feedback, as well as the questions they have drafted or 
feel should be added to the questionnaire. She expressed her wish for the Environmental Commission to 
focus heavily on educational programs and initiatives in the 2024 calendar year. 
 
All present members took part in an in-depth discussion regarding all environmental issues listed on the 
survey, by providing feedback and suggesting additional issues be added to the list, such as noise 
pollution, lawn mowers, leaf blowers, power washing, unlit bicycles, street patches, and dogs barking. 
Conversation centering around social issues versus environmental issues was undertaken, with 
members noting social issues can lead to environmental impacts. The format of the survey was also 
discussed in great detail, with a consensus being reached to allow for categories and sub categories. 
Suggestions were made with regards to scheduling educational programs, and the inclusion of on-
demand educational videos on the website. All spoke in favor of continuing to co-sponsor programs with 
the Library, promoting those events, and encouraging attendance. Methods of distribution for this 
survey were also mentioned, with all agreeing to explore the possibility of employing the help of AHLOA, 
the Library, and other local groups to spread awareness and move the Borough of Avalon forward in a 
positive environmental direction. 
 
ANJEC Meeting: Donna Rothman announced an ANJEC meeting taking place today, July 18, 2023 at 7:00 
pm, and encouraged all to attend. 
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Trip to Delaware Botanical Garden: Donna Rothman mentioned a recent phone conversation with 
Joseph Lomax, who recommended the best time to visit the Botanical Gardens as late spring or during 
the fall, to coincide with their educational tours about native grasses. She would like the Environmental 
Commission members to consider making a trip in the future, and will revisit this potential at a future 
meeting to evaluate interest and schedule a day to go. 
 

Reminder of upcoming speakers: Donna Rothman reminded all of the upcoming educational programs 
co-sponsored by the Environmental Commission with speakers such as Joe Martucci, Mike McGrath, 
Doug Tallamy, Pat Sutton, and Erin Rawls of The Wetlands Institute. 
 
Pollinator Garden: Donna Rothman reported the volunteers are close to completing the maintenance of 
the Pollinator Garden, which shows much improvement; however, there is a small amount of mugwart 
remaining at this time. There are hopes more will be removed in the immediate future through the 
volunteer efforts. 
 

Tree Committee: Joe Dvorak noted the Tree Memorial Program is still in progress at this time, with 
Donna Rothman adding there has been some interest from residents and visitors in participating in the 
program. 
 

Other Updates: Donna Rothman announced the acceptable plant list will be reformatted in a way 
similar to the well-received native plants pamphlet. Victoria Deever happily offered to help with the 
redesign, and overviewed the draft layout while noting pictures added to the plant list. 
 

Public Comments: Joyce Johnson inquired if the Environmental Commission or the Borough has 
explored the potential of restricting the height of trees planted on private property, with Donna 
Rothman responding that the Borough of Avalon has implemented maintenance requirements for trees.  
 

Adjournment at 5:05 pm.  


