AVALON ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

JULY 19, 2016 MEETING MINUTES

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 pm by Chairman Reynolds.  Call to order.  Flag salute.  The Open Public Meetings Act was read.  Roll call.

Present:  Beth Tipping, Donna Rothman, Kevin Coyle, Stuart Friedman, Joseph Dvorak, Brian Reynolds

Absent:  Debanne Macaluso

A motion to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2016 meeting was made by Stuart Friedman and seconded by Joseph Dvorak.  Approved by all.

Brian Reynolds brought up the review of the Tree Committee charter.  This is not a Shade Tree Commission.  It would be an advisory group to the Borough and the Environmental Commission.  It would consist of five members with a three year term.  There would be three Environmental Commission members, one Public Works official and one Code Enforcement Official.  Recommendations would concern vegetation management on publicly owned property, maintaining tree inventory, reviewing demo permits.  Donna Rothman suggested two E.C. members and one Avalon citizen who is a master gardener.  Stu Friedman questioned the time frame of the review of demolition permits of clearing of lots/removal of vegetation.  Brian will make proposed changes and talk to Scott Wahl.

Brian talked about the trees being planted at Bay Park Marina after the temporary transformer conversion.  There is a lack of irrigation at that site.  Brian contacted Scott Taylor who suggested planting shrubs.  Donna said to use native plants from the acceptable plant list, such as hollies.  

Brian told the Commission about the five year ban on seismic air gun blasting.  The E.C. will come up with a resolution to Borough Council against the blasting.

Beth said that 3 piping plovers are ready to fledge.  She questioned the trespassing in the dunes and who is responsible for policing it.

Public Comment:  Janet Cass of 1100 Ocean Drive thanked the E.C. for trying to make demo permits more effective.  She wanted to know how homeowners who have sick or dying trees on their property are notified.

Adjournment at 4:50 pm.
