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A Work Session of the Borough Council of the Borough of Avalon was held on

Wednesday, August 27, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room, 3100 Dune Drive, Avalon, New Jersey.

      Attendance:  Public --------------------   10          
  
Reporters -----------------------   2
     The Meeting was called to order by Council President Covington.

Pledge of allegiance.

                                                      Roll call:   
Council President Covington

Present



Council Vice President Dean

Absent

                                                                  Councilman Ellenberg


Present

      Councilwoman Hudanich


Present




      Councilman McCorristin


Present
Council President Covington stated Council Vice President Dean is absent because his wife Jane is  in the hospital with hopes she will be discharged soon and has a full recovery.  He said Denise Rech, Deputy Borough Clerk will be overseeing the meeting procedures as part of her continued education as Deputy Borough Clerk under the guidance of Marie Hood, Assistant to the Borough Clerk. He thanked Council, the Avalon Borough family and all the people of Avalon for the overwhelming support to himself, his wife Lynn and his entire family during the last month.  He said the cards, emails, phone calls and prayers were very much appreciated and helped getting through a very difficult time.



Also present:

James A. Waldron, Assistant Business Administrator

Stephen D. Barse, Esquire, Borough Solicitor

William Macomber, Director of Public Works/Utilities

Police Chief William McCormick

Paul Short, Sr., Code Enforcement Officer

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald, LLC

     

Notice of this Work Session was included in the Annual Schedule of Meetings dated June 

25, 2014.  It was given to the news media and posted on the Official Bulletin Board as 


required by law.


Council President Covington read the Open Public Meetings Act Announcement.

Discussion regarding resolution amending the Employee Policy Manual. 

Council President Covington, explained there is a conflict between the policy manual and the 

Borough Code concerning probationary period which requires an amendment.

Council agreed to proceed with a resolution to be prepared for the September 10, 2014 Regular 
Meeting.
Discussion regarding resolution rejecting bids and authorizing rebid for Post Event Disaster Recovery Assistance.

Council President Covington, explained the thought was that Council had previously authorized the rebid of this contract, which was not the case.  He said this resolution will authorize Council to reject the bids and re-advertise for bids to expedite the process to make sure the Borough is covered during this potential hurricane season.
Councilwoman Hudanich, asked Mr. Waldron if the consent of surety and the bid bond of guarantee are clear for future reference.
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James A. Waldron, Assistant Business Administrator responded they have been amended.  He said in instances where those documents are required; there are two separate documents for the bid and the performance bond is only required on the award of the bid but before the execution of the contract.  He said it has all been resolved.
Council agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening.
Discussion regarding resolutions authorizing the release of performance guarantees for the following:

Michael Gleason Variance Application - 782 21st Street 

Thomas Welsh Minor Subdivision – 1858 Avalon Avenue

Michael & Francesca Sidor Variance Plan – 283 57th Street
Council President Covington, stated letters have been received from Joe Maffei, Planning Board 

Engineer stating all conditions have been met and the monies can be released.

Council agreed to proceed with resolutions to be prepared for the September 10, 2014 Regular 
Meeting.

Discussion regarding resolution amending Resolution No. 101-2014 pertaining to Special 

Conditions imposed for Plenary Retail Consumption Licenses.
Council President Covington, explained this amendment is to make the language consistent with the Borough Code.  
Council agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening.

Public Comments:

Mark Evangelist, 278 22nd Street, expressed concern regarding the proposed 21st Street 

Hotel.  He said parking is currently an issue and this hotel would create more of a 

problem.  He said the business district is a busy area and there are safety issues with 

trucks making deliveries at all times of the day.  He said currently the noise on weekends 

and holidays is unacceptable with dishes, bottles thrown into trash cans and the trash 

trucks arriving to pick up trash. He feels allowing such a hotel would create major 

problems. 
Carol Evangelist, 278 22nd Street, expressed opposition to the proposed 21st Street hotel.  

She said her property is located across the street from the proposed hotel and she has a 

significant investment in her Avalon home and hopes to maintain it.  She stated not only 

will the project impact families and visitors within a 5-10 block radius of the site but 

all Avalon residents.  She feels Avalon is special and unique town.  She addressed current 

issues of concern; parking, noise and traffic from commercial delivery trucks.  She said 
living near the Princeton and Whitebrier there is profanity, vulgarity and inebriated 
individuals on a regular basis.  She believes strongly that the proposed building 

development project will compound the current situation and will definitely impact 

the property values of all residents in the neighborhood.  She said Avalon is and has 

always been known as a family town and would like to see the island preserved.  
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Doug Macauley, 276 22nd Street, stated he has been an Avalon resident for over 40 years.  

He said he was a recreation director for Avalon under Mayor Armacost.  He said he has 
had the opportunity to see the Borough grow and develop in a positive way.  He indicated 

he has spoken to the neighbors on his block and on several blocks and cannot 

find anyone who thinks this hotel would be great for Avalon.  He feels the seven mile 

island is the jewel of the south jersey communities.  He expressed concerns over 

additional parking, traffic, noise, the height, the usage and flooding issues.  
Mario Evangelist, 5879 Ocean Drive, indicated he has lived in Avalon for 34 years.  He 

said in his mind there have been positive and negative changes in Avalon.  He would like 

to see the island preserved as a family oriented community. 
Karen Corsen Conners, 713 Sunrise Drive, expressed concern with current traffic issues 

over the 21st Street bridge.  She feels the proposed hotel would create additional problems

with the residents.
Council President Covington, thanked the residents for their comments and said Council 
takes them very seriously.  He wanted the residents to understand there is nothing at 
this point in time Council can do.  He said to best of his knowledge this subject has not 
been scheduled for a Planning Board Meeting.  He said the remarks that have been 
presented to Council this evening should be made at the Planning/Zoning Board Meeting 
when it’s scheduled and where the comments count.  He thanked the residents for their 
input and concerns on this matter but at this point Council cannot take any action.
Motion made by Councilwoman Hudanich, seconded by Councilman McCorristin to adjourn the Work Session.             


ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Council Vice President Dean

Absent





Councilman Ellenberg

Aye






Councilwoman Hudanich

Aye







Councilman McCorristin

Aye





Council President Covington

Aye

Work Session adjourned at 7:38 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






_____________________________________






Marie J. Hood, Assistant to Borough Clerk






_____________________________________






Charles P. Covington, Council President
