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A Work Session of the Borough Council of the Borough of Avalon was held on

Wednesday, December 17, 2014 at 7:05 p.m. in the Meeting Room, 3100 Dune Drive, Avalon, New Jersey.

      Attendance:  Public --------------------   6
          
  
Reporters -----------------------   1
     The Meeting was called to order by Council President Covington.

Pledge of allegiance.

                                                      Roll call:   
Council President Covington

Present



Council Vice President Dean

Present

                                                                  Councilman Ellenberg


Present

      Councilwoman Hudanich


Present




      Councilman McCorristin


Present


Also present:

Scott Wahl, Business Administrator
James A. Waldron, Assistant Business Administrator
Stephen D. Barse, Esquire, Borough Solicitor

Paul Short, Sr., Code Enforcement Official
Sue Ellenberg, Interim Recreation Director
William Macomber, Director of Public Works/Utilities
Jeff Christopher, Captain of Police

Harry deButts, Emergency Management
Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott MacDonald
Steven C. Morey, CEP, Hatch Mott MacDonald
     

Notice of this Work Session was included in the Annual Schedule of Meetings dated June 

25, 2014.  It was given to the news media and posted on the Official Bulletin Board as 


required by law.


Council President Covington read the Open Public Meetings Act Announcement.

Presentation of service anniversary certificates by Council President Covington.

5 year:  Charles Hewitt, William Robinson, Zachary Saduk, Nicholas Jefferes, Nathan Morey,                   Michael Scythes

10 year:  Howard Gendron, Robert Hampf, Terri Breslin, Michele Devine

15 year:  Tracey Eppright, Ed Dean, Jeff Christopher, Mike Dean, Steve Camp

20 year:  John Tracy, Kevin Scarpa, Kathy Seliger

25 year:  Nancy Hudanich, Karen DeLuca, Kimberly Mastriana, Noreen Fitzpatrick, 

                Butch Blood, Cindi Dandridge

30 year:  Art Ridler, Stanley Johnstone
Council President Covington presented service awards to employees who represented every department in the Borough and have completed from 5 to 30 years of service.  He commended them on their hard work and dedication delivering services to the community.  Mr. Covington recognized that this type of continuity is what keeps our government running and makes it the premiere community in Cape May County.
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Update by Steven Morey, Hatch Mott MacDonald to the Borough’s Beach Municipal Access Plan.
Steven C. Morey, CEP, Hatch Mott MacDonald (HMM),   presented a map showing existing public access in Avalon.  He said HMM developed a draft Public Access Plan of Avalon to present to the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for review which includes public access to the beach, bay fronts, public parking, boat launches and public rest rooms.  He explained that it is a 2-page application that will be signed by the Borough Engineer and the main component is a 16-page written report with the Public Access Plan, existing inventory of public access activities, physical access locations and an implementation plan.  He mentioned the plan was presented to the Planning Board in August and it meets all standard requirements.  He said this process takes approximately 6-9 months from the time it is submitted to the DEP, reviewed by the public and approved by the Borough and put into the Master Plan.  He also mentioned that this plan is reviewed every five years.   
Discussion regarding the following items at the 39th Street tennis courts:
· Replace Net Posts

· Resurface Hard Courts
Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott MacDonald explained suitable posts to fit the existing sleeve will replace the net posts which had rusted at the base. He said the replacement of the net posts will fall below the quote threshold.   
He further explained the hard courts require resurfacing, which have cracking in the expansion joint.  He noted that this project will also fall below the bid threshold which will require a simple technical specification and a plan along with a request for a quote that will be forwarded to three contractors capable of doing the work.  He said HMM will receive, review and recommend award of the contract.  He noted the contract includes limited construction inspection services and should all be done in advance of the tennis season in the spring.

Sue Ellenberg, Interim Recreation Director added the tennis players are looking forward to the renewal of the 39th Street tennis courts.  She said the posts can be purchased now and the old posts will be removed by Public Works and acknowledged that the purchase order has been submitted and the order needs to be placed before the end of December.  

Council President Covington suggested Tom Thornton review the specifications with Evergreen Associates.

Discussion regarding Resolution designating Deputy Records Custodians for the Borough of Avalon Police Department.
Council President Covington explained there is a lot of back and forth between the Clerk’s Office and the Police Department and it was suggested to streamline the process by designating a records custodian in the Police Department.  He noted this was reviewed with the Chief.  

Councilwoman Hudanich had trepidation about exposing the Clerk’s Office.  She encouraged training in the Police Department so there is a complete understanding of OPRA.  
James A. Waldron commented meetings have been held about this issue and plans are in place for a streamlined process.  He said the Police Department will be trained on the process and will document all the requests by maintaining their own log.  He noted the Police Department is trained on information that must be redacted.  He said Marie was comfortable with the level of professionalism in the Police Records Department.
Councilman Covington mentioned that the police requests were handled by the Police Department in the past and was brought back into the Clerk’s Office by the previous Clerk.  He said the process is inefficient and should return to the Police Department.
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Councilman Covington stated the intent was to make this effective the first of the year.   
Council agreed to proceed.  A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening.
Discussion regarding Animal Control Services for 2015.
Scott Wahl, Business Administrator,
said Administration is recommending the award of the animal control contract for one year in the amount of $11,000.00 to Animal Control of South Jersey.  He said discussions with the Chief and Sue Keen revealed there were no complaints about response time, job performance or customer service.  He said Sue Keen mentioned that Steve went above and beyond to help animals that were dropped off and Sgt. Roscoe said Steve’s service has been exemplary.
Council agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing a Shared Services Agreement with the Township of 

Middle for Sharing of Court Room Video Conferencing Equipment.
Council had no problem with the renewal of the three year agreement.  A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening.
Discussion regarding 2015 professional services proposals:
Non-fair and open (contracts anticipated to exceed $17,500.00):
Ford, Scott & Associates, LLC, Auditing Services
Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald

Howard Marlowe, Marlowe & Company, Government Affairs Consultant and Lobbyist for the Borough of Avalon

Marsh & McLennan, Agency, Associates, LLC, Risk Management Consultant to perform various professional services relative to the Atlantic County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund

Scott D. Taylor, CLA, AICP, PP, Taylor Design Group, Inc., Professional Planner and Landscape Architect for the Borough of Avalon

Michael F. Sullivan, ASLA, AICP, Clarke, Caton, Hintz Professional Planner for the Planning/Zoning Board of the Borough of Avalon

Joseph H. Maffei, P.E., P.P., C.M.E., Engineering Design Associates, Engineer for the Planning/Zoning Board of the Borough of Avalon

Dean R. Marcolongo, Esquire, Office of Nathan Van Embden, Solicitor for the Planning/Zoning Board of the Borough of Avalon



V-COMM, LLC, Telecommunications Technical Consultant

Lomax Consulting Group for Environmental Consulting Services

Michael J. Donohue, Esquire as Special Counsel for the Borough of Avalon
Neil Yoskin, Esquire, Sokol, Behot & Fiorenzo as Special Litigation Counsel and Special             Environmental Counsel for the Borough of Avalon   

Under the non-fair and open threshold (contract anticipated to fall below $17,500.00):
Alan I. Gould, Esquire, Special Conflict Counsel/Administrative Hearing Officer

Thomas G. Smith, Esquire, Tax Appeal Counsel

Bay Atlantic Symphony for July 4, 2015 performance
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Over $17,500.00 but exempt from the pay-to-play non-fair and open requirement because vendor is the college:

Dr. Stewart C. Farrell, Director, Coastal Research Center, The Richard Stockton College 
of NJ, Beach Monitoring Services, Task 1 and Contingency
Council discussed these proposals briefly and agreed to proceed with Resolutions to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing renewal of Borough Contract No. 13-02, Custodial and Cleaning Services for an additional one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015.
William Macomber, Director of Public Works/Utilities, commented the Borough is happy with the services and recommends the renewal for the additional term.  He noted the contract will have to be re-bid next year.
Council agreed to proceed with a resolution to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding request to purchase Borough owned property a 10x110 parcel located at Block 65.03/Lots 44.03 and 87.02 adjacent to 162 65th Street.
James A. Waldron, Assistant Business Administrator, explained the adjoining owner expressed interest in purchasing the property. He said the owner submitted an offer for $350,000.00 which is in excess of the tax value and it is the Mayor and Administration’s recommendation that Council consider this offer favorably and proceed to authorize the sale.
A discussion ensued on the law and how to proceed.  It was noted that the negotiated price must be approved by Resolution and then Council adopt an Ordinance to complete the transaction.  Furthermore, the price is consistent with the value the tax assessor has placed on the property.  
Council President Covington stated the Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening and the Ordinance will be introduced at the Regular Meeting.
James Waldron said the closing timeline would be late February or early March.  He noted that there is a 10% good faith payment that will be paid once the Ordinance is adopted in January.  
Council agreed to proceed with the Resolution and Ordinance Introduction this evening.

Discussion regarding Resolution accepting performance guarantee for Atlantic City Electric for Block 60.04, Lots 25-37, 78-86 & 88, 282 60th Street.
Council briefly discussed this matter and agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding Ordinance Amending Chapter 9 (Parks, Beaches and Recreation Facilities) of the Code of the Borough of Avalon.)
Sue Ellenberg, Interim Recreation Director presented a power point presentation outlining the proposed changes to the current Ordinance concerning the Avalon Kayak Park.  She explained that next season there will be an open lottery system for the 216 Kayak berths taking place on March 16th.  She noted the applicants must sign a receipt, be property owners, have one rack per property, have kayak in place by June 15th and the racks are non-transferable.  She said the lottery forms will be both on-line and at Community Hall Feb 2 – March 15 and noted the impoundment costs are the same.  She indicated the season runs from May 2nd through October 31st, 2015.
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A discussion ensued on the impoundment process and fees.  It was noted there are rules in place that need to be followed. 
Council agreed to proceed with an Ordinance to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing the Borough of Avalon to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the City of Ocean City.

Council briefly discussed this matter and agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing contracts for certain approved state contract vendors for 2015.

Council briefly discussed this matter and agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be prepared for the January 14, 2015 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing renewal of an agreement with Senior Travel Service of Cape May Court House, NJ to guarantee the availability of transportation services to assist in the evacuation of Borough residents in the event of a natural or other emergency on an as needed basis for a one (1) year term commencing January 1, 2015 through December 31, 2015.

Harry deButts, Emergency Management stated there would be no increase or change to the Senior Travel Services contract from last year.
Council agreed to proceed.  A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for 
this evening.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing an agreement between the Borough of Avalon and Ransome CAT Rental Power of Bensalem, Pa for portable generator to provide standby electrical power to an evacuation shelter on an as needed basis.

Harry deButts, stated this is a contract where there is only a cost when it is put into place.  He pointed out this is not just for shelter on the main land but also for the Avalon Elementary School.

Council agreed to proceed.  A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for 

this evening.
Discussion regarding Resolution authorizing refund of escrow payment to Nancy Neill for dredging project in the amount of Three Hundred ($300.00) dollars.

Scott Wahl, said the Borough required a $300.00 escrow check and signed access agreement for pre and post survey services before dredging could take place and Ms. Neill decided against dredging her private slip, therefore the money should  be returned.

Council agreed to proceed.  A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for 

this evening.
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Public Comments:

Martha Wright, 632 7th Street, had a concern about 7th Street at 5th and 6th Avenues on the Municipal Public Access Plan.  She said those location are turtle migration and nesting areas and expressed concern opening those areas to the public could compromise the turtles.  
Thomas R. Thornton, clarified that this is called a Municipal Public Access Plan because that is what the DEP calls it, a plan.   He said this is simply a plan in the sense of a map that shows all of the Borough’s points in town where people can access the water.  He pointed out that if it were taken off the plan, it would be a misrepresentation of the fact that you can access the water at that point.  He specified the red dots represent every point in the Borough people can access water and we wanted to demonstrate that Avalon, by far, has many public access points.  He said the DEP wants to see access to the water.
Discussion followed.  Council will take under advisement the possibility of signage for turtle nesting sites and ways of informing the public. 
Elaine Scattergood, 75 W 30th Street, thanked Ms. Wright for her continuing efforts in conserving Avalon Landscapes.  She also commended Sue Ellenberg on her presentation of Kayak Park.
Motion made by Council President Ellenberg, seconded by Council Vice President Dean to adjourn the Work Session.             


ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Council Vice President Covington
Aye





Councilman Dean


Aye






Councilwoman Hudanich

Aye







Councilman McCorristin

Aye





Council President Ellenberg

Aye

Work Session adjourned at 8:40 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






_____________________________________






Marie J. Hood, Borough Clerk






_____________________________________






Charles P. Covington, Council President

