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A Work Session of the Borough Council of the Borough of Avalon was held on

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 at 7:01 p.m. in the Meeting Room, 3100 Dune Drive, Avalon, New Jersey.

      Attendance:  Public --------------------   20
          
  
Reporters -----------------------  1
     The Meeting was called to order by Council President Covington.

Pledge of allegiance.

                                                      Roll call:   
Council President Covington

Present



Council Vice President Dean

Present

                                                                  Councilman Ellenberg


Present

      Councilwoman Hudanich


Present




      Councilman McCorristin


Present


Also present:

Scott Wahl, Business Administrator

Stephen D. Barse, Esquire, Borough Solicitor

Police Chief William McCormick

Paul Short, Sr., Code Enforcement Office
William Macomber, Director of Public Works/Utilities

Sal DeSimone, Flood Plain Manager

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald, LLC
     

Notice of this Work Session was included in the Annual Schedule of Meetings dated June 

25, 2014.  It was given to the news media and posted on the Official Bulletin Board as 


required by law.


Council President Covington read the Open Public Meetings Act Announcement.

Presentation of Proclamation by Mayor and Borough Council to Craig Cunningham owner 

of  The Paper Peddler.

Councilwoman Hudanich, read and presented the Proclamation to Craig Cunningham.

Craig Cunningham, thanked the Borough for the acknowledgement on behalf of himself and the 

Cunningham family.  He also thanked customers and friends for all the help and support given 

over the many years and said they will truly miss all the people who have given them fond 

memories over the past 46 years.
Discussion regarding update to Avalon’s Flood Mitigation Plan.

Sal DeSimone, Flood Plain Manager,
 stated a committee meets a couple times a year to discuss 
updates to the plan.  He said in October the Borough will be subject to a community services 

rating audit and it is important for the Borough to adopt the 2013 progress report to obtain the 

appropriate credit.
Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald, LLC, gave a brief overview of the 2013 Flood Mitigation Progress Report discussed before Council last year.  He said in the next several weeks Borough representatives will meet with representatives from FEMA concerning the CRS program and updates to the Flood Mitigation Plan.  

Council President Covington indicated a Progress Report was presented to Council about this time last year which was not formally adopted by Borough Council.
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Sal DeSimone commented there will be additions to the plan in months to come but at this point the Borough needs to adopt the current progress report.

Council agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be prepared for the September 24, 2014 Regular Meeting.
Discussion regarding resolution authorizing Hatch Mott MacDonald to apply for NJDOT 

FY2015 local aid grant for reconstruction of Dune Drive (Southbound) from 77th to 80th Street and NJDOT-Format Resolution for same.

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald, LLC, explained the application is the same as last year. He said even though last year’s grant was not approved he is confident there will be better results this year.
Council agreed to proceed with Resolutions to be prepared for the September 24, 2014 Regular Meeting.



Discussion regarding resolution authorizing Change Order No. 2 for Contract No.M-96 to excavate and remove up to an additional 23,000 cubic yards of dredged material from Graven’s Island CDF.

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., explained the original contract provided for 130,000 CY dredge removal from the CDF.  He said at the time the contract was awarded there was not sufficient funding to award the complete quantity of 153,000 CY.  He indicated the Change Order is to allow the contractor to remove the additional 23,000 of dredge material at $22 CY.
Council agreed to proceed with a Resolution to be prepared for the September 24, 2014 Regular Meeting.


Discussion regarding bids received for 39th Street Park and Hatch Mott MacDonald, LLC Construction Engineering Services for same.

Scott Wahl, Business Administrator, reported the bidding was very competitive and the lowest bid came in at 1% over the engineers estimate.  He said the bids were reviewed by Alan Gould, Esquire and the recommendation is to award the contract to the lowest bidder.
Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., commented the contractor with the lowest bid has worked in the Borough in the past as a subcontractor on the Veteran’s Plaza Project and the Hatch Mott MacDonald was very pleased with their work.
Council President Covington, indicated the project is behind schedule and would like to move this project ahead rather than delay approval for the next Council Meeting and has placed the Resolution on for the Council Meeting this evening.

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., said in addition Hatch Mott MacDonald will provide construction engineering services and work along with Taylor Design Group.
Council agreed to proceed with Resolutions to be adopted at the Regular Meeting this evening.
Discussion regarding resolution authorizing the Borough of Avalon to execute a Quit Claim Deed releasing reversionary interest with respect to Block 49.05, Lot 8.01 (4908 Ocean Drive)
Council had no problem with releasing reversionary interest.  Resolution to be prepared for the September 24, 201 Regular Meeting.
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Discussion regarding resolution strongly opposing Senate Bill S-648 requiring shore towns that accept Government Assistance for Beach Replenishment to have free beaches.

Council President Covington stated this is the second attempt for this bill which failed in 2012, He said this bill would prohibit Avalon from charging fees for beach tags if any grant monies are received from the State for beach renourishment.  He feels this is a political attempt to eliminate beach tag fees.  He said currently without the beach renourishment costs the Borough pays $1.4 Million Dollars to maintain beaches with salaries and maintenance, etc.  He said if this bill passes it proposes to dedicate  2% of the sales and use tax to the towns for maintenance.  He said in order for the Borough to get 1.4 million dollars in return the Avalon businesses would have generate over 70 Million Dollars a year in sales and use taxes. 
Council agreed to proceed with a Resolution opposing this legislation to be prepared for the September 24, 2014 Regular Meeting.
Public Comments:

Council President Covington read the following statement for the record:
At the present time, there is no application pending for such a project.  If an application is filed it would not be with this Council.  It would be filed with the Planning/Zoning Board which, under law, has jurisdiction over such an application.
If an application for a hotel on 21st Street is filed, the P/Z Board will conduct its own meetings and there will be an opportunity at those meetings for members of the public to speak either in favor of or in opposition to any application presented to the Board.  It is at these P/Z Board meeting that your comments carry the most weight.

In addition, as with any P/Z application, there is the potential for an appeal to be taken to this Council.  If that occurred, the Council would have to rely upon the record created at the hearing before the Board, and arguments made at the appeal, not on comments made before an application has been filed or heard.

Lastly I have heard that the “no hotel on 21st Street” group is circulating an opposition petition among the public.  I want to be clear that you understand that such petitions are not admissible before a P/Z Board application.  The P/Z Board is a legal body and conducts business in a formal way much like a court of law.  The applicant has the right to cross exam the testimony presented by an opponent to the application.  Petition signatures deny the applicant that right.   

While we encourage members of the public to speak on issues that concern them and you are free to speak on this issue if you desire, we want you to understand that it is inappropriate for Council to use your public comments in any way to influence the Planning/Zoning Board. 

Mark Evangelist, 278 22nd Street, understands and appreciates the statement.   He said it is important for him to be on the record because he feels the local businesses don’t care enough. He commented on an article in the Seven Mile Times newspaper.   He expressed concerns regarding noise, parking and protecting the integrity of Avalon and feels it would be a negative impact on property values.
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Doug Macauley, 276 22nd Street, feels the proposed hotel will be a threat to the community character.  He understands the petition circulating is not admissible but said it is a tool to spread the word.  He said he is confident the Planning Board and Council; if needed; will review the plan in a professional manner and render judgment to maintain the quality of life in Avalon.
Mario Evangelist, 5879 Ocean Drive, feels the proposed hotel will destroy family life.  He feels the past and present planners have made our town famous, secure and safe as well as a family town and would like to see that maintained.
Martha Wright, 632 7th Street, asked for an update on the dredging project.  She said the website has not been updated since June and as a bay front resident would like to have a better understanding of when the contractor will be approaching homeowners concerning the timeline and costs associated with dredging slips.

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., stated the project has been delayed approximately three weeks due to the Army Corp requiring additional information.  He said Princeton Harbor will most likely be completed this year and then the project will continue in 2015.

Council President Covington asked the website be updated to reflect the changes.

Motion made by Councilwoman Hudanich, seconded by Council Ellenberg to adjourn the Work Session.             


ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Council Vice President Covington
Aye





Councilman Dean


Aye






Councilwoman Hudanich

Aye







Councilman McCorristin

Aye





Council President Ellenberg

Aye

Work Session adjourned at 7:36 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






_____________________________________






Marie J. Hood, Assistant to Borough Clerk






_____________________________________






Charles P. Covington, Council President
