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June 11, 2014

A Work Session of the Borough Council of the Borough of Avalon was held on

Wednesday, June 11, 2014 at 7:02 p.m. in the Meeting Room, 3100 Dune Drive, Avalon, New Jersey.

      Attendance:  Public -------------------- 7 
          
  
Reporters ----------------------  2
     The Meeting was called to order by Council President Ellenberg.

Pledge of allegiance.

                                                      Roll call:   
Council President Ellenberg

Present



Council Vice President Covington
Present

                                                                  Councilman Dean



Present
      Councilwoman Hudanich


Absent



      Councilman McCorristin


Present


Also present:

Andrew J. Bednarek, Business Administrator

Stephen D. Barse, Esquire, Borough Solicitor
James V. Craft, Chief Financial Officer
William Macomber, Director of Public Works/Utilities

Chief William McCormick
Edward Dean, Chief, Avalon Fire Department

Sue Ellenberg, Interim Recreation Director

Scott Wahl, Public Information Officer

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald, LLC
Joe Lomax, The Lomax Consulting Group

     

Notice of this Work Session was included in the Annual Schedule of Meetings dated June 

12, 2013.  It was given to the news media and posted on the Official Bulletin Board as 


required by law.


Council President Ellenberg read the Open Public Meetings Act Announcement.
Discussion regarding Federal Assistance for the Restoration of Armacost Park.

Joe Lomax, The Lomax Consulting Group, stated a meeting was held earlier this year with federal, state and county officials.  He said maritime forest is damaged by vines growing in the trees and if the work is not done the forest will die off.  He said a healthy forest initiative is being promoted. He indicated there are two agreements; one with U.S. Fish and Wildlife and the other with Cape Atlantic Soil Conservation District.  
Charles P. Covington, asked how the budget should be interpreted.

Joe Lomax, responded there is a match required and technical assistance will be available from both agencies.  He said Paul Schroeck has developed a plan and it will be delivered to the Borough next week.

Discussion followed.

Andrew J. Bednarek, Business Administrator said he believes it is important for the Borough to develop relationships with other levels of government to provide assistance. 
Update to be provided to Council at the June 25, 2014 Work Session Meeting.

Discussion regarding Resolutions for 2014-2015 liquor licenses.

Council President Ellenberg, reported a letter was received from Det. Sgt. Joseph Gaughan  

recommending approval.
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 A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening.
Discussion regarding Resolution requesting approval of items of revenue and appropriations 

(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87) , Cape May County 2013 Recycling Rebate.

Council President Ellenberg stated the Borough has received over $22,000 in recycling rebates 
credited to single stream recycling.

A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting Agenda for this evening.

Discussion regarding Resolution designated and establishing meeting times for the            Governing Body of the Borough of Avalon (Ch. 231 P.L. 1975 Open Public Meetings 

Act) for the period from July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015.

Council President Ellenberg, explained the meeting schedule for the upcoming year.

Councilman McCorristin, asked if some of the meetings could be changed to a late afternoon such as 5:00 p.m.
Council Vice President Covington, commented it is more convenient and transparent for the public to have evening meetings.
A Resolution to be prepared for the June 25, 2014 Regular Meeting.

Discussion regarding Bond Ordinance for Various Road Improvements appropriating 

$650,000 therefor and authorizing the issuance of $585,000 bonds or notes of the 

Borough to finance part of the cost thereof.

James V. Craft, Chief Financial Officer, stated the ordinance will fund fall road projects and was 

included in the budget.
An Ordinance to be introduced at the Regular Meeting this evening.

Discussion regarding Resolutions authorizing the following professional services contracts:

a. McManimon & Scotland & Baumann, LLC as Bond Counsel 

b. Insurance Solutions, Inc as insurance consultants

c. Steven D. Barse, Esquire as Borough Solicitor

d. Lawrence A. Pepper, Jr., Esquire as Labor Attorney

Council President Ellenberg, complimented Mr. Bendarek for keeping the contracts within the 

current rates.
Resolutions to be prepared for the June 25, 2014 Regular Meeting.

Discussion regarding Resolution Authorizing Joseph S. Clark, Qualified Purchasing 

Agent to Prepare plans, specifications and advertise for bids for Post Event Disaster 

Recovery Assistance following a natural or manmade disaster for the Borough of Avalon.

Andrew. J. Bednarek, commented on a recent meeting with a vendor under state contract to 
perform this type of work and said it was determined the company provides building restoration 
not provide debris removal. He said it will be necessary to go out for bid.
A Resolution has been placed on the Regular Meeting for this evening.
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Discussion Regarding Resolution Authorizing Joseph S. Clark, Jr. Qualified Purchasing 

Agent for the Borough of Avalon to prepare plans, specifications and advertise for bids 

for 2015-2017 Fireworks Shows in the Borough of Avalon.

Andrew J. Bednarek, said Mr. Clark recommended getting a head start on the contract
since competition for barges is at a premium.

Council agreed.  A Resolution to be prepared for the June 25, 2014 Regular Meeting.

Public Comments.

Janet Katz, 1100 Ocean Drive, Unit 203 commented on an article concerning ornamental pear 
trees.  She said they are listed as a plant invader in some states.  She suggested these types of 

trees no be planted at the 39th Street park.
Martha Wright, 632 7th Street commented the Bradford pear is vulnerable to wind and ice.  She 

said the trees in town are lopsided and pose a danger to homes and cars. She stated the trees 
come from China and Vietnam and at age 20 begin to decline.

Motion made by Council Vice President Covington, seconded by Councilman Dean to adjourn the Work Session.             


ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Council Vice President Covington
Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye





Councilwoman Hudanich

Absent







Councilman McCorristin

Aye






Council President Ellenberg

Aye

Work Session adjourned at 7:38  p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






_____________________________________






Marie J. Hood, Assistant to Borough Clerk






_____________________________________






David B. Ellenberg, Council President
