
July 27, 2016


A Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Avalon was held on Wednesday, July 27, 2016 at 7:50 p.m. in the Meeting Room, 3100 Dune Drive, Avalon, New Jersey.

Attendance:    Public - - - - - - - - - -      2     
Reporters - - - - - - - - - -     2                          
The meeting was called to order by Council President Hudanich.


                        Roll call:                            Council President Hudanich

Present



 Councilman Burns


Absent


                                                         
 Councilman Covington


Present

 Councilman Dean



Present
       Council Vice President McCorristin
Present

Also present:

Scott Wahl, Business Administrator
James Waldron, Assistant Business Administrator

Stephen D. Barse, Esquire, Borough Solicitor

Paul Short, Code Enforcement Official
William Macomber, Director of Public Works/Utilities

William McCormick, Chief of Police

Edward Dean, Fire Chief

Thomas R. Thornton, P.E., Borough Engineer, Hatch Mott Macdonald, LLC
David Knoche, Member, Planning Board

Dr. Brian Reynolds, Chairman, Environmental Commission
Council President Hudanich read the Open Public Meetings Act Announcement.

Notice of this Regular Meeting was included in the Annual Schedule of

Meetings dated June 22, 2016.  It was given to the news media and posted on the Official Bulletin Board as required by law.

Minutes:



Work Session, Agenda Session, Regular Meeting, Closed Session – June 22, 2016

Motion made by Councilman Dean, seconded by Councilman Covington that the minutes be approved as submitted.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Abstain






Council President Hudanich

Aye


Reorganization Meeting – July 1, 2016


Work Session, Agenda Session, Regular Meeting, Closed Session – July 13, 2016

Motion made by Council Vice President McCorristin, seconded by Council President Hudanich that the minutes be approved as submitted.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Marie Hood, Borough Clerk, stated there are no closed session minutes for release.
Public comments regarding Resolutions:

None.
Resolution No.          132-2016:
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A CONTRACT RENEWING MEMBERSHIP IN THE ATLANTIC COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT INSURANCE FUND
Motion made by Councilman Dean, seconded by Council Vice President McCorristin that the resolution be adopted.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Resolution No.          133-2016:
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF A CERTAIN RENTAL BOND POSTED WITH THE BOROUGH OF AVALON

Motion made by Councilman Covington, seconded by Councilman Dean that the resolution be adopted.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Resolution No.          134-2016:
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A THIRD PAYMENT OF TWO THOUSAND ($2,000.00) DOLLARS TO THE MUNICIPAL CONSORTIUM OF WHICH THE BOROUGH OF AVALON IS A MEMBER PURSUANT TO THE MUNICIPAL SHARED SERVICES DEFENSE AGREEMENT (“MSSDA”) PERTAINING TO AFFORDABLE HOUSING ISSUES AND THE PENDING LITIGATION RELATED THERETO

Motion made by Council Vice President McCorristin, seconded by Councilman Dean that the resolution be adopted.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Resolution No.       135-2016:
A RESOLUTION RE: COMPLIANCE OF THE GOVERNING BODY WITH THE PROMULGATION OF THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Motion made by Councilman Covington, seconded by Council Vice President McCorristin that the resolution be adopted.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Resolution No.       136-2016:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF 






BILLS


Motion made by Councilman Covington, seconded by Council President Hudanich that the resolution be adopted.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Introduction and first reading by title only of Ordinance No. 743-2016:

         Motion made by Councilman Dean, seconded by Councilman Covington that Ordinance No. 743-2016 be brought on for first reading by title only.

ROLL CALL VOTE:            
Councilman Burns


Absent





Councilman Covington

Aye





Councilman Dean


Aye







Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye




Council President Hudanich

Aye

Borough Clerk to read aloud Ordinance No. 743-2016:

Ordinance No. 743-2016:

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 27 (ZONING) OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF AVALON, 2013 SECTION 27-7.3 (SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS) SUBSECTION t (LANDSCAPING)

Motion made by Councilman Dean, seconded by Councilman Covington that Ordinance No. 743-2016 be passed on first reading and advertised according to law.

 ROLL CALL VOTE:            Councilman Burns


Absent





Councilman Covington

Aye





Councilman Dean


Aye







Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye




Council President Hudanich

Aye

Introduction and first reading by title only of Ordinance No. 744-2016:

         Motion made by Council President Hudanich, seconded by Council Vice President McCorristin that Ordinance No. 744-2016 be brought on for first reading by title only.

ROLL CALL VOTE:            
Councilman Burns


Absent





Councilman Covington

Aye





Councilman Dean


Aye







Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye




Council President Hudanich

Aye

Borough Clerk to read aloud Ordinance No. 744-2016:

Ordinance No. 744-2016:

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A SPECIAL EMERGENCY APPROPRIATION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53 TO UNDERTAKE A COMPLETEREASSESSMENT OF ALL REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF AVALON


Motion made by Council President Hudanich, seconded by Council Vice President McCorristin that Ordinance No. 744-2016 be passed on first reading and advertised according to law.

 ROLL CALL VOTE:            Councilman Burns


Absent





Councilman Covington

Aye





Councilman Dean


Aye







Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye




Council President Hudanich

Aye

Reports and Recommendations by Mayor and Officials:

Reports of Officials:
Scott Wahl read the following Administrator’s Report:
ACMJIF:  I attended the July 20th meeting of the Atlantic County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund.  At the meeting, Avalon was presented its loss ratio summary as compared to the JIF as a whole.  For the six year period from 2010 through 2015, the JIF had $88.8 million in loss funds with $67.4 million of claims incurred for an average loss ratio of 75.9%.  During the same period, Avalon’s loss ratio was far below the average of the JIF at only 48.9%.  A more recent snapshot, 2015, puts the JIF’s loss ratio at 58.7%, which is very strong…Avalon’s is even better, at 44.1%.  Avalon has not had a MEL claim since 2011.  This is totally a credit to Avalon’s culture of safety and the work of the Safety Committee under the direction of Borough Council. 

Beach Tag Sales:  We can report that beach tag sales are up slightly over 2015, which was a record year for the Borough of Avalon.  As of Monday, July 25th, the total dollar amount was $969,607, which represents an increase of $7800 from last year.  Daily tag sales are up by 188, weeklies by 225, and seasonal up by 63.  

Hydraulic Beach Fill:  I had a phone meeting with Chris Constantino from NJDEP Bureau of Coastal Engineering regarding an upcoming hydraulic beach fill for both Avalon and Stone Harbor.  The beach fill project is currently out to bid and a scheduled bid opening date of August 9th has been set.  The Notice to Proceed will be on or about September 30th, with a period of performance for the base bid at 90 days without options added.  The base bid and any options to be awarded must be finished by March 15, 2017.  

The Avalon portion of the project represents 145,000 cubic yards in the base bid which is only about three times more than the backpassing project that we completed ourselves last month.  Option 1 adds 450,000 cubic yards, Option 2, 250,000 cubic yards, and Option 3, 95,000 cubic yards.  This is a 65-35 percent split between the Corps and the State, and the State would ask Avalon to pay for 25 percent of its 35 percent, or 8.75 percent.  If all three options are awarded, which now appears to be unlikely, Avalon’s cost would be around $775,000.  The project area would be from 8th Street to 25th Street, with the end of the fill tapering down to 28th Street.

Chris, his Bureau, the NJDEP, and the Corps all recognize that the base bid is not sufficient and they are working on finding funding that could award at least the first option, perhaps more.  There is competition for some emergency funding on the federal level from Texas, South Carolina, and a few other southern states who have had significant rain and flooding events this year.  This is a developing project with many more details forthcoming.  Mr. Constantino agrees that the project without the bids is not cost efficient due to two mobilizations for the project due to the use of two borrow areas. 

Monthly Reports:

Month of June, 2016:

Borough Clerk and Registrar’s Report submitted by Marie J. Hood.

Bureau of Fire Prevention, Licensing, Miscellaneous Construction Collection, 

Construction Water and Sewer, Uniform Construction Code, Taxicab, Beach Vehicle Reports submitted by John Tracy.

Code Enforcement Report submitted by Paul E. Short, Sr.

Municipal Court Report submitted by George B. Neidig, Jr.

Police Department Report submitted by Chief William McCormick.

Public Works Department Report submitted by William Macomber.

Recreation Operations Report submitted by Chuck McDonnell.

Tax Collector & Water Sewer Control Account Reports submitted by Connie L. Di Cola.

Zoning Report submitted by Jeffrey R. Hesley.

Motion made by Councilman Covington, seconded by Council Vice President McCorristin that the reports be approved.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Pending business.

None.

New business

None.
Public Comments:
David Knoche, 829 Dune Drive, thanked Jim Waldron for his help with the Landscape Ordinance redrafting process and commended him for a job well done.
Jim Waldron thanked Mr. Knoche for his kind words.
Resolution:

Resolution No.   137-2016: 
A RESOLUTION TO CONDUCT A CLOSED SESSION PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 10:4-12.b OF THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT PERTAINING TO PENDING LITIGATION AND ATTORNEY CLIENT PRIVILEGE REGARDING THE BOROUGH OF AVALON VS. THE MARINA AT AVALON ANCHORAGE, LLC
Motion made by Councilman Covington, seconded by Council President Hudanich that the resolution be adopted.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye

Motion made by Council Vice President McCorristin, seconded by Councilman Dean to recess the public portion of the Regular Meeting and go into Closed Session.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye

Public portion of the Regular Meeting recessed at 8:04 p.m.

Council President Hudanich announced official action will be taken after the closed session.

Motion made by Council Vice President McCorristin, seconded by Councilman Dean to adjourn the Closed Session and go back into public portion of the Regular Meeting.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye

Public Portion of Regular Meeting reconvened at 8:20 p.m.

Present:


Councilman Dean

Councilman Covington


Council Vice President McCorristin

Council President Hudanich 

Scott Wahl, Business Administrator

James A. Waldron, Assistant Business Administrator

Stephen D. Barse, Esquire, Borough Solicitor
Resolution No.        138-2016:
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPROPRIATE ACTION OR ACTIONS IN A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION CONTESTING A DEFAULT APPROVAL CLAIMED BY THE APPLICANT, THE MARINA AT AVALON ANCHORAGE, LLC, PERTAINING TO APPLICATION PZ#15-09 PENDING BEFORE THE AVALON PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD
Motion made by Council President Hudanich, seconded by Councilman Covington that the resolution be adopted.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Motion made by Councilman Covington, seconded by Councilman Dean to adjourn the Regular Meeting.

ROLL CALL VOTE:
   
Councilman Burns


Absent






Councilman Covington

Aye






Councilman Dean


Aye






Council Vice President McCorristin
Aye






Council President Hudanich

Aye
Regular Meeting adjourned at 8:21 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






____________________________________






Marie J. Hood, Borough Clerk






____________________________________





Nancy M. Hudanich, Council President


July 27, 2016


Page | 1

